
 

 

THE ECHO 
OCT. - DEC. 2016 

Brother Knights, 
Autumn greetings Council 1504 members, families, friends and community partners. I trust your hotter than usual summer went swimmingly and that you enjoyed some welcomed, out of the chaos down time. It is hard to believe the 2016 Fall Equinox is now upon us.  
When you have a few minutes I invite you to probe the hallowed pages of this, our iconic Kitchener   K of C Echo Newsletter, to discover what marvelous happenings our Council is currently undertaking. Once you have I think you will readily agree with me that our ef-fervescent 106 year old community service group is pulsing with com-munity and family spirit and ac-tivities. What a wonderful feat for our strictly volunteer-based mem-bership and our supportive fami-lies. 
The reason for our vitality and continued success lies with each of our members who actively partici-

pate in carrying out our good works. This currently accounts for a nucleus of about 50 to 60 mem-bers. Are you one of those mem-bers?  If not I implore you to ask yourself, “why did I become a member of the largest fraternal organization in the world in the first place?” Though many of our aging members are perhaps unable to participate as much as they would like, what say the rest of you?  Yes, most of us are all busy with family, work and everyday life but what a force we would be if more of our 400 plus members be-came actively involved again. Think about it and reach out to me 

or one of my Executive members if you wish to chat about our Coun-cil’s current direction or to learn how to become more involved. We would greatly like to hear from our ‘in-good-standing’, card-carrying, dues-paying members. And to our senior members, if you would like to attend our General Meetings or any of our family, community or fundraising events, but have mo-bility or other preventative diffi-culties, call me at our Columbus Centre Hall. I will be more than happy to make arrangements with you.  
Until the January edition of the Echo, I wish each of you the very best. Enjoy all the sites, smells and tastes our Ontario Autumn has to offer and, come December, remem-ber to keep Christ in Christmas!  
Warmest regards,  
Dave Obermeyer,  Grand Knight 
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Greetings good Brother Knights and your families! 
The summer is in its twilight and what a beautiful summer it has been — dry but good.  School is back in session and life seems to take a more focused and determined direction for many of us.  As I write this brief article, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta has just been canonized Saint Teresa of Kolkata.  The life of any saint, by the grace of God, is an inspiring example of Chris-tian discipleship.  Even more so, how wonderful to have personal memories of a living saint in our own lifetimes. 
I recall going with my mom on the train from Kitchener to Toronto back when I was a little boy to see Mother Teresa at Varsity Stadium on the University of Toronto campus.  My mom was greatly inspired by Mother Teresa, and her love and devotion for this modern day saint encouraged me to have a special place in my heart for Mother Teresa as well.  As we know, she was not the tallest lady and she was even tinier on that large stage from our vantage point in the stadium.  The love that came through her broken English made her ten feet tall in our eyes however.  She spoke of the call we all have to love our neighbour, especially the poorest of the poor.  In her great love for the sanctity of the life of each person, she addressed the reality of abortion in our society and with clear compassion she said, “If you or anyone you know is tempted to take the life of a child in the womb, please don't hand the child over to death.  Please give the child to me and my sisters and we will take care of them."  No deafening criticism.  Instead, the compassionate encour-agement to make good of a very difficult situation for many people.   Her ability to show the Face of Love — the Face of Christ to each person she touched — continues to draw many to the redemption of Christ's Passion.   She is a bridge for many people of many faiths to the living Gospel of Christ — a saint begetting saints for God's Kingdom.  As we brother Knights continue this Year of Mercy may we draw from the inspiration, the teaching and the intercession of Saint Teresa of Kolkata to be compassionate defenders of life for all, especially for the unborn, refugees, and persecuted Christians throughout the world. 
Saint Teresa of Kolkata  . . . pray for us! Fr. Larry  Council 1504 Chaplain 
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Greetings Brother Knights,  
The kids went back to school; the ex-tremely hot weather is slowly ending and our Council is getting busier.  Not that we stopped operating during the Summer, we were just a little bit slower.   
Through those hot days some of our brave Brothers were working on the Nativity Scenes and other Christmas related items. We have many items done and ready for sale.  The Event Planning Committee was meeting from time to time and working hard on the newest program, The Trivia Challenge.  This will be held on November 11th in Kitchener’s Crown Plaza Hotel.  Also the Golf tournament organizers and 

their helpers have done an excellent job.  The Tournament was on August 27th, and everybody had a great time.  Our Everyday Heroes didn’t take the time off either — every second week we visited the kids in Grand River Hospi-tal.  The Bingo was on all summer, every second week in the Krug Street Bingo Hall.   

The date for the Installation of Officers is set for October 2nd after the 11:45 am Mass at Blessed Sacrament Church — every Brother Knight is invited.  On November 13th also at 11:45 am at Blessed Sacrament, we will have our Memorial Mass for our deceased Broth-ers.  Please come and pray with us for the Brothers who left us in the last year.   
The K of C Guelph Street house is open every Saturday afternoon, please come by for brotherly fellowship.  I hope that you and your family will have a peace-ful Autumn. 
  Vivat Jesus,   Mike Szabo   Deputy Grand Knight 

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message 

Mike Szabo 
DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT 

Food Bank Accepts K of C Donation 
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – JUNE 21, 2016 By Gary Megaffin 
 The highly successful Shred-It Event, as part of the K of C Great Spring Cleanup, raised enough funds to allow Council 1504 to donate $1,000.00 to the Food Bank of Waterloo Region.    
 Accepting the cheque on behalf of the Food Bank were Bailey Armitage, Community Events Coordinator and Trish Marinoni, Partnership Man-ager.  On hand for the presentation were Grand Knight Brian Schmalz, Deputy Grand Knight Dave Obermeyer and Shred-It Event coordinator Brother Peter Penlington.  
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Rosary for the Unborn 
3rd Wednesday of every Month 12:15 p.m. Freeport Hospital Chapel 

 If you can't join us in person, try to pray a rosary for the unborn  
at the same time wherever you are!  Through prayer we can help  eliminate this evil from the world. 

 We’d love to have an idea of how many of you are praying a Rosary for the Unborn.  Drop us a line at pugh_chris@hotmail.com to have yourself counted! 

CONESTOGA CATERING 
 OFFERING SPECIAL RATES TO  MEMBERS AND IMMEDIATE FAMILY  FOR ALL YOUR FUNCTIONS 
 - SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY - 
 Rooms for Receptions,  Anniversaries,  Parties, Stag & Does  and all other Gatherings.   Family or Corporate Events. 
 PLEASE CONTACT Bill Jackson or Ron Solomon 519-578-1030 

$$ Dues Reminder! $$ 
 2017 Membership dues are due on December 31, 2016. 
 If you know that you will be away before the notices are mailed out on December 15 and don't expect to return before the end of the 
year, please contact Brother Michael Wilhelm at financialsecretary@kofc1504.com to make arrangements so you take advantage of 
the early payment discount. 
 We can accommodate the electronic transfer of your payment. 
 Please note: There is a change in the dues this year: 

(All Dues include HST) ON or BEFORE 
Dec. 31, 2016 Paid AFTER 

Dec. 31, 2016 
Regular membership: $74.58 $91.53 
Honorary membership: $34.00 $49.00 
Honorary Life membership: $0 $0 

The coordinator of the Putting  Contest, Brother DGK Mike Szabo. 
Signing in K of C golfers are Brothers Fernando Melo (L) and Gary Megaffin, with each player receiving an Adidas Sport Bag and four golf balls. 
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District Deputy’s Message 
How Can I help?  Have you asked?  Together we Can 
With the fraternal year well under way now and the activities of our council beginning it is a busy time of the year.  
With this myriad of programs, whether charitable fund raisers, social events, family activities or parish assistance 
that our council is planning and working hard to organize, it is easy to see that the impact of our council will touch 
many.  In the midst of this activity, there will be many opportunities for each of us to get involved to multiply that 
impact.  What better time than now to get involved and to share with others what we do and to join our ranks? 
To maintain our high level of service and to preserve our rich legacy we rely on our membership's involvement in 
all our council's activity.  We are grateful to all who participate at any level, from making a small donation when 
there is an immediate need all the way to those who chair an event and shoulder the bulk of the work and every-
thing in between.  Together we make a difference!  To do this we need a strong membership, and to keep a 
strong membership we always need new members to join. 
As with all council activities we NEED your help. 
How can I help?  Similar to any council activities there are several ways ranging from simply inviting someone to 
an event all the way to being part of a Membership Committee.  Whatever your involvement level you can provide, 
TOGETHER we can help increase our membership and strengthen our council.  Here is how: 
Individually 
When people are asked why they have not considered joining the Knights, the most common answer is that no one 
has asked.  Every brother Knight probably knows someone who would make a great member or is curious to see 
what we do or may be looking to do things that matter.   Why not consider asking them to join?  If every member of 
our council asked just 1 person, could you imagine if even a small percentage agreed to join what impact that 
would make?  I challenge every one of you to ask just 1 person during this fraternal year to join. 
You may be hesitant in asking directly about joining.  No problem, simply invite them to an event, see if they are 
interested in helping out.  Our programs are not exclusive to members, we accept any help from anyone and hope 
that all support our initiatives.  If they are interested in joining all they need to be is a practicing Catholic man 
over the age of 18.  If they require more information about joining then contact the Grand Knight or any member of 
the executive or Membership Team, and we can provide that further information or speak to them directly.  All we 
need is for you to let us know. 
Membership Team 
With the importance of new membership to any council it is vital to have a more formal method of promoting the 
order and council to ensure we reach as many as possible.  To do this we require a team of members to help develop 
a long term plan, organize membership drives, welcome and mentor new members and provide information to any-
one who may be interested. 
We are looking to form a Membership Team to do this.  The more that get involved on this team will just make it 
more successful and easier to achieve its goals.  Whether you can be part of the core group that develops the plan or 
if you can help out regularly or on occasion at drives or are interested in welcoming or mentoring there is room for 
all and any help would be gratefully appreciated. 
If you are interested, let me know by sending me an email at tntc@rogers.com or calling me at 519-572-9965 for 
more information and we can make sure you are on the team.  Also keep your eyes open for future emails and the 
website about membership drives and meetings where we will need your help. 
In future Echo's we will provide updates.  Look forward to all your assistance for a successful year. 
Ted Jasica 
District Deputy 
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K of C Aids St. Mary’s Promoting the Faith  
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – AUGUST 15, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 The St. Mary’s booth at the Kitchener Multicultural Festival was a huge success thanks to the many volunteers.  Through a generous K of C donation from Council 1504 they were able to give out almost 200 free booklets and 200 CDs with informa-tion about the Catholic Faith.   A prayer intentions box was very popular with prayer intentions offered up at Mass at St. Mary’s, prayed for by the St. Mary’s Prayer Network.  Through this outreach, it was encouraging to meet Catholics who had been away from the Church for a long time.  Asking questions were non-Catholics inquiring about the Catholic Faith, and even some atheists.  This gave the volunteers the opportunity to pass out excellent free resources and encourage people in their search for the Truth.  The St. Mary’s participants expressed keen interest to take part in the Multicultural Festival next year saying that Christ desires to draw all people to Himself, and it was a thrill to play a roll in Christ’s mission in this way.   

Events Planning Committee Report 
Brother Knights, 
The kids are back in school, Summer is almost over and Fall is quickly approaching. Now is the time to get back in to the swing of things and support our Council.  We have a number of events coming up and we need your help to make them successful.   
TRIVIA CHALLENGE – Our 1st ever KW Trivia Challenge has booked for Friday November 11th at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel.  This will be one of our biggest events of the year. We have already confirmed Netsuite as our Title Sponsor and Police Chief Bryan Larkin has agreed to be our MC for the evening. Teams of 8 can purchase a table for $360.  More volunteers are needed for the night of the event. To purchase a table or volunteer, please contact Mac Gra-ham at 519-721-7254 
NATIVITY SCENES – Our Nativity scene building program is well under way but help is still needed for cutting, 
sanding and painting. This year we have added plain white scenes, miniature scenes and wooden snowmen. We are also planning on selling our wares this year at the Christkindl Market in Downtown Kitchener. If you can help at all, please contact Bro. Brian Hughes by email at hughes_brian@hotmail.com 
BREWERY TOUR – Bro. Brian Schmalz has set up a special trip to Macleans Brewery in Hanover ON. The date has 
been set for Sunday Nov. 6th.  $15 per person includes Bus transportation, tour and appetizers to be served on the bus.  To book your spot, contact Bro. Brian Schmalz at 519-897-1468. Members and non members are invited to attend.  
COATS FOR KIDS – DGK Mike Szabo has already begun reaching out to our local parishes to collect Coats for the 
upcoming Winter season. Mike could really use some help in collecting them.  Last year he was able to collect and distribute over 500 coats and he hopes to beat that figure this year.  If you could help out in this very worthwhile cause, please send an email to grandknight@kofc1504.com 
FOOTBALL POOL – DD Ted Jasica is again running our KofC Football pool. Entry is $25 for the season.  Weekly 
prizes are available as well as a prize for the overall season winner. To participate, contact Ted at tntc@rogers.com 
MEMBERSHIP TEAM – DD Ted Jasica is also setting up a team of Brother Knights to help build our membership.  
If you enjoy being a member of our fine Council, perhaps you can help Ted to encourage others to join.  To join this team, please contact Ted  at tntc@rogers.com 
A reminder that our committee meets at 10AM on the 1st Saturday of the Month at the Knights Hall.  All are wel-
come to attend.  I encourage all of you to get involved in these amazing activities.  I look forward to seeing you all.  
Yours in Christ, 
Bro. Mac Graham Events Planning Committee Chair 
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Now is the time to get ready for the Christmas season.  The K of C Nativity Scene is 
available in selected sizes, colours and prices.  Due to popular demand, the colourful Nativity Scene has now been produced as an “all-white” display.  Other available K of C Christmas decorations include small and large Snowmen.  Your purchase of our Christmas ornaments help to support Council 1504 in their charitable endeavours.  Displays can be purchased at all  Tuesday meetings or by contacting Brother Brian Hughes at 519-578-3401 or  hughesbrian@hotmail.com               

   Charity In Action 
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – SEPTEMBER13, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 The House of Friendship is the largest provider of emergency food assistance in the Kitchener/Waterloo community, annually feeding over 20,000 individuals, one-third of whom are children.  Their Food Hamper Distribution Centre at 807 Guelph Street is undergoing ex-pansion and was facing a serious threat in its ability to help those in need.  The construction almost forced the operation to close -- that is until Kitchener Knights of Columbus Corporation Chairman Brother Brian Hughes stepped in.  Brian has enabled food-hamper distribution to continue to needy families by offering The House of Friendship the use of a portion of the K of C Hall and property as office space and food storage.  Food hampers are coordinated and distributed on the K of C property while the office administration functions inside the Knight’s Hall.  The construction has been delayed by the late arrival of several building permits required to begin the project.  With deep gratitude, Mr. John Neufeld, Executive Director of the House of Friend-ship said, “We can’t stress enough how grateful we are to the Knights of Columbus and your generous support.  You’ve allowed individuals strug-gling with hunger in our community to continue to receive food from a location that they are used to coming to.  You have been a gift and a blessing to us and our community!”   Mr. Neufeld told K of C GK Dave Obermeyer he is hopeful the building expansion will be completed by the end of October.      The City of Kitchener Upgrades K of C Presence 

 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – SEPTEMBER 9, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 Look for three new Knights of Columbus signs that have been installed on three City of Kitch-ener service club billboards leading into town.  Prominently displayed in their bright colours, three new K of C insignias are attached on billboards at the Bloomingdale Road entrance to Kitchener as well as the Homer Watson Blvd. and Victoria Street entries.   

EXAMINING CONSTRUCTION ARE (L-R):  COLIN MACINTOSH, PROPERTY SERVICES MANAGER; JOHN NEUFELD, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE HOUSE OF FRIENDSHIP; AND K OF C GK DAVE OBERMEYER. 



 

 

Knights In Action 
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 16, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 While undergoing several anticipated major renovations at St. Francis of Assisi Church, pastor Father Joseph de Viveiros, C.R. encountered a couple of unexpected projects that weren’t expected but involved immediate attention.  It was discovered the Church’s fur-nace and air conditioning unit had to be replaced while the computer, necessary to op-erate the elevator, requires updating.  The cost of the unexpected repairs could exceed $75,000.00.  Answering the call from a Brother Knight parishioner, Kitchener Knights of Columbus Council 1504 Grand Knight Dave Obermeyer (L) presented Father Joseph (R)with a charitable donation of two-thousand dollars to St. Francis of Assisi Church to aid in the repairs.  Further K of C support will come in the new year as a fundraising spa-ghetti supper is planned for St. Francis with all funds raised going to help underwrite the cost of the restorations.     
Council 1504 Bursary Awards 
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – SEPTEMBER 27, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 Kitchener Knights of Columbus continues to support Catholic education.  At the end of June, Council 1504 presented each of eight students with a $250 bursary (pictured at left).  The student tribute is for attaining general overall proficiency and grade point average.  At the St. Mary’s High School Graduation Night held at the Centre in the Square, four students each received their award from Grand Knight Dave Obermeyer.  While at Resurrection Catholic Secondary School, Deputy Grand Knight Mike Szabo presented each of four students with their $250 bursary.  For several years now, Council 1504 has been pleased to recognize those Secondary School students who display an elevated level of aptitude while obtaining their Catholic education.    The Children’s Make a Wish Foundation Recognized 
 KITCHENER, ONTARIO – SEPTEMBER 26, 2016 GARY MEGAFFIN 
 The Kitchener and Area Children’s Make a Wish Foundation was the recipient of a $2,700 donation from Council 1504.   The Kitchener Knights of Columbus supported this worthy cause with profits from their Annual Golf Tournament held in August as 67 golfers teed off at the Grand River Golf Club.  On the evening of September 26th GK Dave Obermeyer, DGK Mike Szabo and their wives were guests at the organiza-tion’s 3rd annual Support Appreciation Night.  The event was held at the St. Jacob’s Antique Market and hosted by local Children’s Wish Coordinator Anne Boehm. The Foun-dation focuses on children between 3 and 17 years of age who are facing “life threatening illnesses”.  The Kitchener and Area foundation grants a wish on an average of one every three weeks.    
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As the winter season approaches, once again the Kitchener Knights of Columbus want to help by providing warm winter coats to chil-dren through our Coats for Kids program.  Many families with young children are financially challenged today and you can help by 
supporting this K of C program to meet their needs.   
Please bring your gently used or new coats to your parish from Oct. 9th to Nov. 13th and the Knights will distribute to those 
families who are in need of support.  Cash donations will also be accepted for Coats for Kids.   
The Waterloo Region Catholic Schools will be contacted to aid the Knights to ensure those youngsters will be warm this winter. If you are a family in need, please call the K of C at 519-893-1504.  We hope our gift will bring warmth to the bodies, hearts and souls of 
these precious young people. 

 MONTHLY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 1504: 
 —————————- 
 Executive Meetings 

1st Tuesday  7:00 p.m. Kitchener K of C, 797 Guelph St.  4th Degree  
Father Funcken Assembly 2nd Tuesday  7:30 p.m. Waterloo K of C Hall  Event Planning  (Foundation) Meetings 

2nd Saturday  10:00 a.m. Kitchener K of C, 797 Guelph St.  General Meetings 
3rd Tuesday  7:30 p.m. Kitchener K of C, 797 Guelph St. 

THE LORD DOES NOT TAKE AWAY FROM YOUR SPAN OF LIFE THE TIME YOU SPEND AT THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS! 



 

 

Keep Them In Your Prayers... 
 Please remember in your prayers the good health of the following Brother Knights and their spouses:  
 
      

All praise and glory are yours, Lord our God.   
For you have called us to serve you and one another  
in love.  Bless those who have grown in your service  
and give them courage and strength in their faith.   
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
 If you know of any Brother Knight that would like a visit, please contact MANFRED AULICH at 519-576-1443. 

Manfred Aulich Roger & Pat Cann  Patrick Cann  Zigmund & Isabelle Coulas  Alfredo da Silva  

Harry & Rita Gregory  Archie Hummel  Charlie McEvoy  Jean-Paul Munroe   

IN MEMORIAM 
 To you, Lord, we humbly commend our brothers: 

 Colonel Moser — Jan. 21, 2016 
 Gerard Wunder — Feb. 6, 2016 
 Simon Nolan — Feb. 19, 2016 
 Orville Schmidt — Feb. 22, 2016 
 Carl Metz — April 2, 2016 
 Dale Melchin — March 24, 2016 
 Len Warner — May 12, 2016 
 Mike Ryan, Sr. — May 18, 2016 
 Walter Bruder — June 4, 2016 
 John Naciuk— Aug. 2016 
 Stanley Blaskavitch— Aug. 10, 2016 
 Ray O’Brien— Sept. 3, 2016 
 In this mortal life you loved them always with a great love.  Now that they have been freed from all evils, bid them enter into Eternal rest.  Amen. 

OCTOBER    1 Michael & Rosaleen Quirke       James & Jeanette Wilhelm    2 Mervyn & Claudetter Villemaire    3 David & Birgit Obermeyer    4 Bernard & Wanda Logel       Maurice & Marguerite Vallee    5 Frank & Joanne Shewchuk       Raymond & Joan Voll    6 Douglas & Lorraine Seifried       Marty & Patty Ignor    7 Nick & Olga Roehrig    8 Edmund & Rita Bergman       Donald & Jane Pfeffer  10 James & Avis Butterworth  12 Ted & Anna Jasica  14 Harold & Rosemary Schmitt  15 Donald & Sharon Flynn  19 Jerome & Marlene Berberich  20 Thomas & Dorothy Angel  22 Wilbert & Maria Voll  

 24 Brian & Margaret Hughes  28 Edward & Betty Jane Forwell  29 Joseph & Charmaine Fleischmann  31 Terry & Barbara Hunt   NOVEMBER    2 Donald & Helena Schell  16 Lorne & Joanne Kuntz Jr  17 Paul & Carol Olinski  20 James & Lauraine Greguol  23 Dr. Joseph & Shirley Baumgartner  24 Robert & Berny Chapman   DECEMBER  13 Charles & Linda Sellers  29 Gary & Sandra Miller       Joseph & Ellen Forster  31 Derek & Angi Docherty        

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES 
WE EXTEND MANY HAPPY WISHES ON YOUR SPECIAL DAY!  If you are celebrating an anniversary during one of the months listed here, and your name does not appear, or is incorrect, please advise the editor so the correc-tion or addition can be made.   
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