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Greetings Brother Knights
It's been a long time since we had 
our Echo published.  As we were 
looking forward for year 2020, the 
Columbus Centre was renovated, 
we were excited. The members 
came to spend some valuable 
time with other brothers and 
their families.  Over the last 8-9 
months planned activities for 
Council 1504 were put on hold. 
COVID-19 has made our life 
difficult. 
In the past 11 months Council did 
not do much. We had our 4th 
Trivia Challenge in February; it 
was very well organized and the 
best attended event. As a result, 
we were able to donate $10,000 to 
the Hospice of Waterloo Region. 
We also made donations to the 
Food Bank, House of Friendship 
and the Ray of Hope. The Resur-
rection and St Mary’s high 
schools were given $1,000 dollar 
Bursaries. Toasty Toes received a 
$1000 dollar donation as well. 
The Ontario State Lottery ticket 
sale campaign was a success.  K 
of C as at the Stanley Park Mall 
for only one week, but thanks to 
our dedicated Brothers we man-
aged to sell 1335 tickets. Thanks 
to all who were involved with 
selling tickets. 

Unfortunately, 
since the 
beginning of 
March we were 
forced to stop all 
our activities due to Corona 
Virus.  We are trying to function 
on video meetings including two 
General Meetings in the Blessed 
Sacrament Church hall.  At 
Columbus House on Guelph 
Street we can’t have more 10 
people present, as there would 
not be enough room for the 
recommended 6 feet social 
distancing. We have to honor the 
safety rules and regulations until 
the end of these difficult times.
On behalf of the Executive of 
Council 1504, and my Family, I 
wish all the members and their 
families a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. In a hope that 
the Lord will safely guide us 
through this difficult time. 
Vivat Jesus
Mike Szabo
Grand Knight



NOTICE
WHEN VISITING K OF C HOUSE 

VISITORS ARE REQUESTED TO ADHERE TO THE  

REGION OF WATERLOO COVID-19 GUIDELINES. 

1   The number of members/guests is limited at ten. 

2   Adhere to social distancing. 
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Chaplain’s Message
Dear Brother Knights and families,
The following is excerpted from the 
Catholic News Service.
HARTFORD, Conn. -- Father 
Michael McGivney, the founder of 
the Knights of Columbus, will be 
beatified during a special Mass Oct. 
31 at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in 
Hartford.
On May 27, the Vatican announced 
that Pope Francis, who met with the 
board of directors of the Knights of 
Columbus in February, had signed 
the decree recognizing a miracle 
through the intercession of Father 
McGivney, clearing the way for his 
beatification. Once he is beatified, 
he will be given the title "Blessed."
The miracle recognized by the 
Vatican occurred in 2015 and 
involved an U.S. baby, still in utero, 
with a life-threatening condition 
that, under most circumstances, 
could have led to an abortion.
That baby, Mikey Schachle, is now 
5. His parents, Dan and Michelle 
Schachle, of Dickson, Tennessee, 
prayed to Father McGivney to 
intercede with God to save their 
son, still in his mother's womb, who 
was given no hope of surviving a 
life-threatening case of fetal 

hydrops.
Father McGivney (1852-1890), the 
son of Irish immigrants, was born in 
Waterbury, Connecticut, and was 
ordained a priest in 1877 for what is 
now the Archdiocese of Hartford. He 
founded the Knights of Columbus at 
St. Mary's Parish in New Haven, 
Connecticut, in 1882.
Father McGivney, who will be the 
first American parish priest to be 
beatified and has long been a hero 
of working-class Catholics, can be 
viewed as a martyr of a pandemic. 
When he died of pneumonia compli-
cations at age 38 in 1890, it was 
during an outbreak of influenza 
known as the Russian flu in Thom-
aston, Connecticut. Some recent 
evidence, according to the Knights, 
indicates the outbreak may have 
been the result of a coronavirus.
We ask Fr. McGivney to watch over 
us and to intercede for our wellbe-
ing especially during the current 
pandemic.

Prayer for the Canonization of 
Father Michael J. McGivney
God, our Father, protector of the 
poor and defender of the widow and 
orphan, you called your priest, 

Father Michael J. McGivney, to be 
an apostle of Christian family life 
and to lead the young to the gener-
ous service of their neighbor. 
Through the example of his life and 
virtue may we follow your Son, 
Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling 
his commandment of charity and 
building up his Body which is the 
Church. Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater confi-
dence in your love so that we may 
continue his work of caring for the 
needy and the outcast. We humbly 
ask that you glorify your venerable 
servant Father Michael J. 
McGivney on earth according to the 
design of your holy will. Through 
his intercession, grant the favor I 
now present (here make your 
request). Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
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CONESTOGA CATERING 
OFFERING SPECIAL RATES TO MEMBERS AND 
IMMEDIATE FAMILY FOR ALL YOUR FUNCTIONS

- SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY -

Rooms for Receptions, Anniversaries, Parties,
Stag & Does and all other Gatherings.  

Family or Corporate Events.

Bill Jackson or Ron Solomon 
519-578-1030

Deputy Grand Knight’s Message

START EACH DAY WITH
A POSITIVE THOUGHT

Hello Brother Knights
I hope this publication finds 
you and your family in good 
health in this very challenging 
time.
The Pandemic has limited our 
good work and the financial 
support we have historically 
been able to offer those in 
need.  There are other non 
monetary things we can still 
do to support each other and 

those in our community, we 
just have to be creative.  Main-
tain, or reconnect, with family 
and friends we may not have 
seen since March.  A call or 
email can mean so much.
Most importantly, live our core 
values, be kind to one another 
and treat others as you want 
to be treated. 
I look forward to when we can 
all meet again without fear of 

lives being 
endangered.
From 
myself and 
my family I 
wish everyone a safe and 
Merry Christmas and pros-
perous New Year.  God bless 
us all.
Vivat Jesus,
Hank Helmond

I thank all my brother Knights and families of 
Council 1504 for your continued trust in me as your 
Fraternal Agent. 

Your valuable time spent with me is well noted and 
much appreciated. With this next year hopefully to 
be a change we can see more of each other for 
Insurance review and fraternal events. Best in health 
always… 

Sincerely, Vince.
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The 2020/2021 Executive for the 
Kitchener Knights of Columbus

The future holds many challenges for 
Council 1504 as the members assume 
their new Executive positions.  The 
Kitchener Knights of Columbus, as 
well as other organizations, are facing 
countless restrictions during these 
demanding times.  Many K of C 
events normally held throughout the 
fraternal year have been cancelled 
with their resumption date unknown.  
At the conclusion of the 7:00 pm Mass 
at blessed Sacrament Church on 
Saturday September 26, the 
2020/2021 Executive for Council 1504 
was sworn in to assume their new 
positions. Until current restrictions 
are a thing of the past, the new Exec-
utive will be confronted with challeng-
es to ensure the continued success of 
Council 1504.

WESTMOUNT
MEMORIAL CELEBRATION CENTRE

1001 Ottawa St. S.
Kitchener

519-743-8900
Bro. James Padgett

TOWNE BOWL
Automatic Pinsetters Air Conditioned

 
 

 

OPEN ALL YEAR
11 Ottawa St. North

Kitchener

519-744-9332

Keep Your K of C Membership in Good Standing 
2021 Membership Dues are required by December 31, 2020 

Away before the notices are mailed out December 15?  
Contact Brother Michael Wilhelm at financialsecretary@kofc1504.com for the early 

payment discount. 

 
We can now accommodate the electronic transfer of your payment. 

Paid on or before December 31, 2020 
Regular Membership - $77 (HST included) 

Full-time Students under 30 - $30 (HST included) 
Honorary Membership - $36 (HST included) 

Honorary Life Membership - $0
Paid after December 31, 2020 

Regular Membership - $92 (HST included) 
Full-time Students under 30 - $45 (HST included) 

Honorary Membership - $51 (HST included) 
Honorary Life Membership - $0
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This year's K of C Charities Lottery Draw took on a 
whole new approach for Council 1504.  Ticket sellers 
would normally be camped out in the Stanley Park Mall 
beside a shiny new car that would encourage ticket 
buyers to swell the K of C lottery coffers.  Unfortunately 
selling was restricted this year but the campaign saw 
ticket sales amount to $6,675 dollars from 1335 tickets 
sold.  Top sellers included Brothers Brian Schmalz, Dave 
Hudder and Whit Husk.  It is hoped next year's cam-
paign will be back to normal.

A Dying Trade

It was in Berlin when Brother Manfred Aulich began to obtain his Journeyman's licence in 
servicing typewriters.  Obtaining his licence, he came to Canada in 1970 and began as a techni-
cian in Don Mills then on to the Yukon later returning to Ontario.  Working for IBM, Manfred 
gained the necessary experience to start his own business.  As the use of the typewriter was 
diminishing, the company expanded with a storefront as they began servicing computers, print-
ers and monitors.  Turning 65, Manfred sold the computer related side of the Business and 
concentrated on typewriter antique restoration work, which he specialises in now.  At 72, he is 
Back to Basics fixing typewriters as he did in Berlin. 



PAGE 6 THE ECHO OCT. - DEC. 2020

BROTHER KNIGHTS REMEMBERED
KITCHENER — November 9, 2020

The Annual Knights of Columbus Memorial Mass 
was held at Blessed Sacrament Parish on Sunday 
November 8.  The celebration honours our Brother 
Knights from Council 1504 who have passed away 
this past year.  The families from five deceased 
Knights were recognized and were given a Memori-
al Plaque blessed by Father Larry and presented by 
Grand Knight Mike Szabo.  Assisting at the Mass 
serving as the Honour Guard were 4th Degree 
members Sir Knights Whit Husk and Wayne Curry.  
A reception normally enjoyed following the presen-
tation had to be cancelled.



507 Frederick St., Kitchener
(at the Expressway) 

519-749-8467
Bro. Henry Walser

PRINTED AT

Encore Print Solutions
Digital Colour, B & W Printing & Copying

In-House Graphics, Business Cards
Brochures, Flyers

Call for your quote today!  
519-742-0810

11-E Paulander Drive, Kitchener
encoreprint@bellnet.ca
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OUR EVERYDAY HEROES UPDATE

As with many things, Our Everyday Heroes program has been suspended 
since the Covid-19 pandemic hit but that did not mean that the toys needed for 
the kids in Grand River Hospital (GRH) went away. In fact, due to Covid-19, 
the PEDS/NICU units at GRH have to throw out all reusable toys.  If there are 
any new toys in there, when a kid gets one while in hospital they are taking 
them home because it can’t be reused.  
GRH reached out to the Kitchener Firefighters Association to see if they would 
be able to help out with getting or donating new toys for those units to stock up 
and naturally the Firefighters turned to us, the Kitchener Knights, to see if we 
could help.
As part of Our Everyday Heroes (OEH) mandate, we responded very quickly. 
Brother Wayne Curry and his wife Marilyn contacted the GRH Foundation to 
get some specifics of the type of toys and games that were needed. Once they 
had the list, they scoured the stock of toys that we have at the Knights for any 
suitable toy or game. They also went to Walmart to buys some of the toys and 
games they were missing.
At Walmart, they met an interesting young teenager that was serving them. He 
inquired as to what and why they were looking for the certain toys. He was 
very helpful and even indicated that he wanted to donate some toys also. They 
met the following day and the young man had purchased not one but three 
toys for the donation and paid for them using his Walmart discount as an 
employee. Wayne and Marilyn thank the young lad for his generosity.  It sure 
brought a smile to their faces.
Within a few days, Wayne and Marilyn had accumulated a car load of toys and 
games for GRH. The Hospital Foundation contact, Jesse, was contacted and 
the toys and games were delivered to the Foundation for distribution to the 
Units.
With a few days, we received another request from GRH for assistance. They 
were starting a new music program for the children and were in need of a few 
more instruments and educational videos. Again, Wayne and Marilyn swung 
into action and utilizing some of the funds in Our Everyday Heroes account 
bought the items that were requested and donated them to the Hospital. GRH 
was very appreciative of the Knights effort. 
When I relayed the above stories to Council at our General Meeting October 
20, a big round of applause was offered to Brother Wayne and Marilyn for their 
efforts. Also, Wayne relayed the story of the teenager at Walmart to the 
Council members with great humility for the goodness in our young generation.
Also, the stirring story raised the awareness of some of the Council members 
of the need to be giving in times of need. A new member of our Council made 
the motion to donate $500 dollars to the OEH fund to help with future requests, 
Also, Dr. Joy Kuncheria, a fellow Brother in attendance, donated $250 of his 
own money to the cause. The winners of the Good of the Order also donate 
their winnings. 
All in all, it was a heartwarming and just proves what the Knights of Columbus 
are all about.

PGK Mario Peretti
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The Ray of Hope Community Centre 
offers a place of safety and support to 
people struggling with poverty and 
homelessness with their mission to 
demonstrate the love of Christ with 
those who are disadvantaged, margin-
alized or troubled.  Each year the 
Kitchener Knights of Columbus sup-
port their programmes for those who 
want to turn their lives around. On 
September 29, an increased donation 
of $1,000 dollars was presented to the 
Ray of Hope. Their message of God’s 
unconditional love is with the help of a 
dedicated staff, their volunteers and 
community partners who work to meet 
the physical, emotional, and spiritual 
needs of disadvantaged people in 
Waterloo Region.

Knights in Action

Hoping to continue support for the 
Hospice of Waterloo Region with the 
4th Annual KW Trivia Challenge, the 
K of C production slated to be held in 
March was cancelled.  However, the 
success of last year’s event allowed the 
Kitchener Knights of Columbus and 
Heffner Toyota to assist the Hospice of 
Waterloo Region.  The Trivia Chal-
lenge saw teams exercise their brain-
power amid a battle of wits to become 
Trivia Champions.  On hand Friday 
June 19, Grand Knight Mike Szabo 
presented a $10,000 dollar cheque to 
Judy Nairn, Executive Director of the 
Hospice.  The successful event provid-
ed funds that will aid the increased 
need for hospice service as it grows.  
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Editorial

The Kitchener Knights of Columbus 
has suffered an assault against the 
organization it has never before 
experienced.  Cloistered for months, 
the activities of a very active Council 
1504 have been brought to a dramatic 
halt.  This unforeseen situation has 
ultimately affected many organiza-
tions and individuals normally aided 
by the Knights.  Several high-profile 
events we cancelled include The 
Bishops Banquet; Sister’s October-
fest; Recruitment Drives; Our Every-
day Heroes Visits; Big Spring Clean-
up; K of C Trivia Challenge; Annual 
Family Day Picnic; Annual Corpora-
tion General Meeting and the Annual 
K of C Golf Tournament.  As we pray 
to continue to prevent a potential 
malady, and with God's grace, the 
energetic role of Council 1504 in our 
community will soon be active again 
to demonstrate the K of C resolve and 
uphold our commitments. 

It goes without saying. the membership of Council 1504 can be characteristi-
cally described as experienced and dedicated.  Members 94-year-old Wunder 
twins continue to enjoy their Honorary Life membership.  Brother Robert 
Wunder, 4thDegree, has been a member for 70 years while his brother Wil-
liam, 3rd. Degree, enjoys 44 years of service.  The Kitchener Knights can be 
proud to also include 12 members with 60-plus-years of dedicated service.
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(Kitchener, Ontario – December 2007)   Over 
150 people attended the annual Kitchener 
Knights of Columbus Feather Party on 
December 4th and many went home lucky 
winners of valuable prizes.  As one of the 
Knights’ main fund-raisers, the Feather 
Party lucky spins were held at the Colum-
bus Hall and over $2900.00 was raised to 
assist the Knights in their works of charity.

ANOTHER FEATHER PARTY SUCCESS

June 23, 2008   The Knights of Columbus Hall is 
the centre of activity for the men’s horseshoe 
league.  The Thursday evening competitions, 
which begin at 7:30, are off to a good start where 
all the players are enjoying the competition.   If 
you’re looking for some fun to fill your Thursday 
evening, members and non-members are invited 
to join the Knights of Columbus men’s horseshoe 
league.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEN’S HORSESHOE LEAGUE

 

May 19, 2009 7 p.m., St. Joseph’s Roman 
Catholic Church, corner of Courtland and 
Madison avenues in Kitchener, celebrates 
a mass in support of workers enduring 
stress during the cirrent economic down-
turn. Mass celebrated by Most Rev. 
Gerard Burgie, auxiliary bishop of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Hamilton. 
Organized by the Knights of Columbus 
Council 1504.

BISHOP’S MASS FOR WORKERS
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April 2011   Easter came early for some 
children at Grand River Hospital.
Kitchener Firefighters, Kitchener Profes-
sional Fire Fighters Association and the 
Knights of Columbus teamed up to deliver 
some special gifts to the kids as part of a 
new program called "Our Everyday 
Heroes."  The idea behind the program is 
to bring the joy of Christmas, all year 
round.
Kitchener Fire Chief Tim Beckett says 
"We're going to be coming in and visiting 
children on a regular basis and bringing a 
gift to hopefully make their stay a lot 
more enjoyable."

A New Era for Kitchener Knights 
of Columbus Council 1504
On Saturday November 10, 2012 a new 
era began for Council 1504 with the 
presence of his Excellency Bishop 
Douglas Crosby and his blessing of our 
new premises at 797 Guelph Street in 
Kitchener.

A Memorable Evening
November 28, 2014   Close to three 
hundred concert-goers, attending 
the Knights of Columbus presenta-
tion of the St. Michael’s Choir 
School Concert enjoyed a beautiful 
evening of Christmas and contem-
porary music.  The programme 
heard the voices of the amazing St. 
Michael’s Choir School and the 
incomparable Waterloo Regional 
Police Male Chorus.
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If any Brother Knight has 
a business they want to 
promote, please contact:

Reinhart Schreiter 
519-570-3469

rkschreiter@hotmail.com

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

IN
MEMORIAM

To you, Lord, we humbly 
commend our brothers:

•  Marc Hebert — Oct. 22, 2019
•  Edward Mello — Dec. 3, 2019
•  Mervyn Villemaire — Dec. 6, 2019
•  John Munroe — Feb. 29, 2020
•  Gary Lamers — May 1, 2020
•  James Lagassie — Aug 3, 2020
•  Patrick Hayes — Aug 26, 2020
•  Daniel Spain — Aug 28, 2020
•  Clarence Voisin — June 1, 2020

In this mortal life you loved them
always with a great love.  Now that 
they have been freed from all evils, 
bid them enter into Eternal rest.  

Amen.

www.kofc1504.com

THE ECHO
Publisher — Council 1504

Editor — Gary Megaffin

Layout — Encore Print

June 24, 2017   Couldn’t be 
beat!  It was perfect 
weather for the annual 
K of C Family Appreciation 
Day Saturday June 24 at 
the K of C Centre on 
Guelph Street.  MC and 
GK Dave Obermeyer 
welcomed over 100 family 
and friends to a full day of
 food, fun and frolic that 
began at 2:00 pm. It was a
 jam-packed day that 
featured the ever-popular 
Brave Knight Bouncy 
Castle, fun-filled Dunk 
Tank and a display presented by the Region of Waterloo Paramedic 
Services.  Vesta, the clown, demonstrated her skill at making 
balloon animals and her artistic ability of face-painting.   The 
active Family Appreciation Day was topped of with Chef Wayne 
Buchholtz doing his wonders with food at the BBQ.


