
    As we begin a new fraternal year, Kitchener  
    Knights of Columbus, Council 1504 will  
    endeavour to return to its full mandate of  
    being the guiding light of charity for the  
    community.  It's been almost two years that  
    our efforts have been severely reduced or  
    cancelled.  However, there is hope, the future  
    seems to be promising.  The revitalization of  
    our Council is evident with the advent of  
    selected events on the horizon, an updated 
website that is in the works and the preparation of another edition of 
The Echo newsletter.  As members we attend meetings and participate 
in charitable events but do we know what distinguishes each of us as K 
of C members?  A new narrative called "Meet A Brother Knight" a 
window into the life of a Brother Knight and what influenced their 
decision to become a member of Council 1504 will be a new addition to 
our website. Watch for it.

Brothers, Family and Friends,
Another year is coming to a close, 
and another challenging one has 
been as we all adjust to the chal-
lenges of the pandemic and try to 
figure out our new normal.  

I would like to acknowledge Gary 
Megaffin for putting together this 
copy of The Echo when there have 
not been the number of charity 
and Knights of Columbus events 
held.

Your Executive has been meeting 
and looking for ideas to re-ener-
gize our Brothers, get together 

again and
attract new
members.  We
will be reaching
out to all of you with a survey so 
we can get your ideas and sugges-
tions for activities and events in 
2022, please take the opportunity 
to respond.

I would like to wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year,

Stay safe and God Bless,
GK Hank Helmond
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Greetings Everyone,
It is our pleasure to issue another 
edition of the Echo and I would 
like to acknowledge Brother Gary 
Megaffin for putting this together.

As you will see there are now more of 
our activities that we can highlight 
as we have begun to resume our 
good works within our community.         
We have just celebrated the return of 
two of our Council’s signature events:    
the Trivia Night Challenge, which 
was a great success with proceeds 
directed to support Tiny Homes 
Takeout; and the Spring Clean-Up.   
Other Council events have been 
scheduled and being planned for the 
remainder of the year. Please check 
out our website for regular updates.  
We would like to see many of our 
fellow Brothers and friends join us 
and help support us in our good 
works. Some examples are: Wing 
Nights, Family Appreciation Day 
BBQ, Steak Nights and our annual 
Golf Tournament.

We have just completed our         
2021-2022 Fraternal Year and 
elected our 2022-2023 Executive.  
Key initiatives started by the 
Recruiting and Retention Committee 
to support member social and faith 
interests will be active very shortly.  
There is a need for volunteers for 

many of our 
activities, please 
consider joining 
us. Further 
details can be 
found in the Members Only section of 
our website.

We are in search of a Chaplain for 
our Council. Fr. Larry Parent, who 
has been our faithful Chaplain, 
is moving on to a new posting in 
Milton. Thank you to Fr. Larry 
for his spiritual guidance and God 
Bless!

Another Brother I would like to 
acknowledge is Sean Meaney who 
has been (on June 2) ordained to the 
Sacred Order of Deacon. Please come 
join us during our June 21 General 
Meeting where we will be having a 
BBQ to honor and thank Fr. Larry 
and Deacon Sean.

Our Council is excited as we move on 
from the restrictions of the Pandemic 
and are able to again resume our 
activities to support those in need in 
our community.

I pray everyone has a safe and 
enjoyable summer, God Bless!

GK Hank Helmond,
Knights of Columbus Council 1504
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Chaplain’s Message
Dear Brother Knights,

Well comes the summer! With it is the movement of priests in the diocese of 
Hamilton, who have been re-assigned with the ever-changing needs of the 
parishes. I move to St. Benedict’s in Milton on Wednesday June 29th. It is new 
in many ways; new to me and new to the diocese being instituted ten years ago 
and having a brand-new building not even a year old!

It has been a blessing to serve the parishioners of Blessed Sacrament for seven years. For almost the same 
length of time, I have served as chaplain to Council 1504.  It has been a blessing as well. Over the seven 
years, our brother Knights have served up an eclectic variety of experiences for our parishes and broader 
community: Family picnics, Spring clean ups, spaghetti dinners, bingo, the Kris Kringle market, plus new 
adventures into the very successful Trivia challenge evenings to name but a few. Our Knights do a lot!    
The pandemic had a profound limit on our activities as it did for everyone!

Serving as chaplain over the entirety of these varied events and times has shown me the dedication and 
cooperation of our good Knights! As is often the case at the end of a term of service, in some ways, I wish 
that I would have done more to serve my brother Knights. Hopefully my prayer and presence at meetings 
and blessings at various events added to the success of the Council.

There is a Knights of Columbus council at St. Benedict’s . . . my service as chaplain continues. I am grateful 
for the fraternity with my brothers and for the knowledge gained of how to serve as a Knight of Columbus.

Many blessings and continued prayer to all of you,

Fr. Larry
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Dear Knights and Families,
Advent leads to Christmas.  Anticipation of goodness leads to
fulfillment.  It is difficult to remember Christmas 2019 and
Christmas 2020 was a wash with everything shut down from
Boxing Day into the New Year.  This Advent can lead us to new
found hope in a Christmas less ruled by the pandemic.
We have gone through a lot with the pandemic.  In a sense, we
have been trained in the Advent art of waiting in anticipation for
good things; waiting for freedom from lock downs, control of the virus through vaccines and 
immunity, the simple ability to visit with others with warmth and closeness.  We can be tricked 
to think this will never happen and we are stuck.
The Christmas message can shine more brightly this year if we can relate to Joseph’s turmoil to 
decide to divorce Mary; to the Holy Family inconveniently travelling right when Mary is very 
pregnant; to the escape from Herod’s lethal pursuit of the Christ child forcing them into exile in 
Egypt.  Real turmoil!  Will there be a reprieve for the Holy Family?  Will there be a reprieve for 
us?  Of course!  “A light has shone forth in the darkness.”  We get through the darkness by staying 
focused on the light.  A mere infant has conquered the world!  Let Him conquer our world a little 
more this year.

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas,
Fr. Larry

!

!!""""##$$%%&&''(($$!!$$&&))$$**$$++"",,--""((..//00##$$0011$$22&&&&33$$4455661133001177$$

88998888$$++"",,--""((..//00##$$::''""..$$66((""$$(("";;''00((""33$$--<<$$::""=="",,--""(($$>>??@@$$889988??$$

!!""##$$%%&&%%''&&##(($$))**++,,$$&&%%--**..$$--////##&&((((&&(($$..**((++&&//$$))**++,,$$00""112233**..$$4455667788$$&&..&&33++##""22**33$$**2299""**33&&(($$
))**....$$''&&$$((&&22++$$99**--$$&&%%--**..::$$

;,&$2"+*3&($-#&$%-*.&/$"1+$<"9&%'&#$=6:$

0"2+-3+$>#"+,&#$?*3,-&.$@*.,&.%$-+$A*2-23*-.(&3#&+-#BCD"A34567:3"%$A"#$+,&$
&-#.B$E-B%&2+$/*(3"12+:$

$

@&$3-2$2")$-33"%%"/-+&$+,&$&.&3+#"2*3$+#-2(A&#$"A$B"1#$E-B%&2+:$

!!""##$$%%&&''%%&&((%%))**++&&((**%%,,**--**..))**((%%//0011%%22332200!
"#$%&'(!)#*+#(,-./!0!122!3456!.78&%9#9:!

;%&&0<.*#!5<%9#7<,!%79#(!=>!0!1=>!3456!.78&%9#9:!
4?7?('(@!)#*+#(,-./!0!1=A!3456!.78&%9#9:!

4?7?('(@!B.C#!)#*+#(,-./!0!1>!

!!""##$$%%""++44**((%%,,**--**..))**((%%//0011%%22332200!
"#$%&'(!)#*+#(,-./!0!1DE!3456!.78&%9#9:!

;%&&0<.*#!5<%9#7<,!%79#(!=>!0!1FG!3456!.78&%9#9:!
4?7?('(@!)#*+#(,-./!0!1GH!3456!.78&%9#9:!

4?7?('(@!B.C#!)#*+#(,-./!0!1>!

!
!

!

!
It's football at Columbus House!  

Watch Notre Dame's Fighting Irish 
battle long time rivals on the new TVs.  

Enjoy the Tailgate Parties at 797 
Guelph Street open Saturday 

afternoons 1 pm where COVID safe 
protocols are in place. Brother Knights 
are invited to socialize and experience 

K of C fellowship in the relaxing 
Columbus House Lounge. 

!

!

PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION
Knights come 
from every stage 
of life, in 
countless corners 
of the world. Join 
us as we celebrate 
real role models 
in a world that 
needs men who 
lead, serve, protect 
and defend.

Since 1882, 
membership in 
the Knights of 
Columbus has 
been open to men 
18 years of age or 
older who are 
practicing Catholics in union with the Holy See. 
Together, we’re empowering Catholic men to live their 
faith at home, in their parish, at work and in their 
community.

PUT YOUR FAITH INTO ACTION 
Knights come from every stage of life, in countless corners of the world. Join us as we celebrate 

real role models in a world that needs men who lead, serve, protect and defend. 

Since 1882, membership in the Knights of Columbus has been open to men 18 years of age or older 
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FORE!  
The duffer’s cry will be heard 
at Foxwood Golf and Country 
Club when the 2022 Knights of 
Columbus Annual Memorial 
Golf Tournament gets 

underway.  Mark your calendar now for 
Saturday August 20 and organize a foursome 
to help support the kid’s Make-A-Wish Canada.  

Registration 11:30 am
Shotgun Start 12:30 pm
Best Ball Scramble
Putting Contest

$125.00 pp includes golf, 
power cart, dinner and 
prizes.
To reserve by August 1st. 
contact, 
Paul O'Brien at               
p_obrien@rogers.com  or  
Brian Hughes at 
hughesbrian@hotmail.com
519-578-3401
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Deputy Grand Knight’s Message
Dear fellow Knights,

First of all I want to thank you 
for your service to the Church 
and to your community, which 
provides a strong example of our 
faith in action. Because of your 
support I was privileged and 
honoured to represent our council 
at the 119th Annual Convention 
of the Ontario State Council-
Knights of Columbus held at the 
Sheraton Fallsview Hotel in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario. Last year 
the meeting took place virtually 
so to have at least one member 
from our council attend this year 
was a break through. 

During the convention we were 
reminded to be generous with our 
finances and actions in defense of 
and the protection of the 
vulnerable. As Pope Francis said 
in his Ash Wednesday homily, 
“Prayer, charity and fasting are 
the main ways for God to 

intervene in our lives and in the 
world…we implore from God the 
peace that alone we cannot 
attain.”

At the convention we gathered in 
peace to be given the opportunity 
to pray, attend mass, do 
Eucharistic adoration, hold 
meetings and take care of the 
important business of the Ontario 
State Council of the Knights of 
Columbus. (I did). There were    
23 resolutions we went over and 
voted on as well as the audited 
financial statements for 2019 and 
2020. This included the Knights 
of Columbus Ontario State 
Council Consolidated Statement 
of Financial Position, as of     
June 30, 2021, Consolidated 
Statement of Operations Year 
ended June 30, 2021, 
Consolidated Statement of Cash 
Flows Year ended June 30, 2021, 

and Consolidated Statement of 
Changes in Net Assets Year 
ended June 30, 2021. We also 
went over the Knights of 
Columbus Ontario State Council 
Administrative Expenses Year 
ended June 30, 2021, and the 
notes that went along with all of 
these statements. 

Brother Knights we know that 
peace comes with a price – the 
price of self-sacrifice for the 
common good. As we pray 
together and go about doing good 
let us not forget Ukraine – and so 
many other places around the 
world – where the peace we enjoy 
is only a fleeting dream! 

Fraternally,

Tony Finoro 
Deputy-Grand Knight 
Council 1504 Kitchener

Every few years, the Knights of Columbus select an icon of a saint whose 
patronage is particularly inspiring to Knights and their communities to be 
featured in its nationwide Pilgrim Icon Program. The icons travel from council   
to council serving  as the centerpieces for prayer services in parishes 
throughout the nation.

This year, the Knights are honoring St. Joseph and pray 
for his intercession in preserving, cultivating and passing 
on the Catholic faith to future generations.  Sponsored by 
the Kitchener Knights of Columbus the St. Joseph Icon 
was displayed  in the sanctuary of St. Francis of Assisi 
Church from February 26 to March 6.

In October 2021, Pope Francis blessed the St. Joseph 
icon, thus opening the initiative.

Through this Pilgrim Program, the Knights 
encourage their communities to “turn in prayer to 
St. Joseph, give thanks to God for the gift of 
fatherly 
example and 

askSt. Joseph to be a father to us” 
in seeking to “grow in our own 
imitation of St. Joseph’s quiet 
strength, integrity and fidelity.”
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Annual General Meeting
The CKCI AGM was held on Tuesday April 19, 2022 in conjunction with K of C Council 1504’s regular 
monthly General Meeting.  

Chairman Mario Peretti updated those present on the property development next door and that all permits 
have been approved for a multi-unit stacked, rental, residential townhome complex. Construction is 
expected to commence this spring. He passed around blueprints and artist conception documents provided 
by the developers for those in attendance to view. 

Brother Kevin Schmalz provided a report of the extensive building renovation improvements that have 
continued from 2020 and 2021. Most centered around the Hall’s upper deck, basement, handicap 
accessibility, foundation repairs, and the new PGK wall in the lower Council Chamber.  

INTRODUCTION OF THE NOMINATION AND ELECTION PROCESS: 
The election was convened by Brother James Padgett. A brief explanation of the roles and responsibilities of 
the Corp. members was provided. This year 3 one-year term Corp. members are cycling off the Board; Mac 
Graham, Brian Hughes and Brian Schmaltz.  As such 3 new members must be elected to fill the now vacant 
three-year term positions. 

NOMINATIONS WERE AS FOLLOWS:
 Brian Hughes by Mac Graham

 Mac Graham by Pedro Sousa

 Brain Schmalz by Mario Peretti

 Paul Badnaro by Kevin Schmalz

Nominations were then closed and on review, all nominees agreed to stand save for Brother Brian Hughes 
who respectfully declined. As such the remaining nominees were acclaimed and no voting was required. 
There was a standing ovation for Brian Hughes in recognition of his tireless devotion and dedication to the 
Corp. and Council 1504 over his so many years of service. It was decided that the roles of the new Director’s 
would be discussed at the upcoming Corp. meeting in May. 

Chairman Mario Peretti again thanked the Directors and the members for the great attendance and 
inviting all to remain after the meetings land enjoy some light refreshments and see the changes to the 
Upper Hall and lower Council Chamber. The AGM was adjourned at 8:20 pm.

2022
ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING
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Well Deserved 

 

It's been almost two years since the membership of Council 1504 had 

the privilege of meeting in person.  At the beginning of the General 

Meeting of March 15, recently-elected Grand Knight Hank Helmond 

presented our Past Grand Knight, Mike Szabo, with his 

commemorative K of C ring.  The blue stone highlights this PGK ring 

and honors the hard work of Past Grand Knight Mike for his work 

and dedication to Council 1504.  The engraving features the Blessed 

Father McGivney. 
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As requested by the editor of The Echo here is a 
brief report of the 4th Degree Father 
Funcken Assembly 0866. For the past 
two years, for obvious reasons, we have 
been somewhat idle. During Lent this 
year, the Honor Guard helped Council 
1504 present the Stations of the Cross at 
St. Frances Church. On Good Friday at 
St. Agatha, the Honor Guard was 
present for the Passion of the Lord.       
We attended two Funeral Masses for 
passed brothers. These were the limited 
activities of our 4th Degree as a few of the 
Sir Knights were trying very hard to keep the 
Assembly functioning through the lockdowns.         
I must express my disappointment about the lack  
of attendance at the meetings. Several meetings 

Father Funcken 4th Degree Assembly 866
experienced an insufficient number of members 

present necessary to make important 
decisions. In January we had a 4th 
Degree Exemplification. I am happy to 
announce that Assembly 0866 had the 
restrictions lifted and we going to have 
the annual Summer BBQ on Saturday 
June 18. Tuesday, June 14 is election day 
for the Assembly and hope we will have a 
good turnout. It is my hope that 4th 
Degree member participation increases in 
the future.

God Bless you and your Family

Mike Szabo, Faithful Navigator
Vivat Jesus
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The long-standing 
tradition of the 
Kitchener Knights of 
Columbus presenting 
the Stations of the 
Cross during Lent 
continued Friday 
March 18 at St. Francis 
of Assisi Church. This 
year we were Praying 
the Stations with 
Pope Francis. The 4th 
Degree Honour Guard 

of PGK Mike Szabo, Frank Troupe, Wayne Curry, 
Tony Finoro and PGK Whit Husk, paused at each 
of the 14 stations to meditate as the words of the 
Pope were heard. Read by PGK Owen Hennessey 
and Gary Megaffin, we were invited to walk with 
Christ on the pathway to the cross.  

As we prayed at each station, we reflected on the 
story of Jesus' way of the cross, as it is also a 
story about us. We prayed for the grace to see how 
carrying our cross is a reality today. The words 
of Pope Francis wanted us to recognize those 
who are being crucified in our society today by 
hate, prejudice, poverty and disease and to leave 
determined to work for the peace and justice of the 
Reign of God. 
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Santa's elves are back after taking some time off and are anxious to begin 

creating K of C Christmas remembrances with their hallmark Nativity Scenes, 

snowmen, angels and Christmas trees.   

 

                                                        
 

The Kitchener Knights are asking for your help.  To aid in construction, they are 

requesting donations of any plywood that may be taking up space and is not 

needed.  All plywood sizes with a minimum of 12" X 24" will be accepted at K 

of C House 797 Guelph Street.  Please help the Knights of Columbus get back 

into the Christmas Spirit to support their charitable works. 
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As members we attend meetings and 
participate in charitable events but do 
we know what distinguishes each of us 
as K of C members? "Meet A Brother 
Knight" is a window into the life of a 
member Knight and what influenced 
their decision to become a member of 
Council 1504.

Brother Michael Szabo is a member 
with two birthdates.  When Mike's father 
went to register his birth on July 13, 1959, the City 

Hall registry office was 
closed. The next day Michael 
Szabo's birthdate was 
registered as July 14, 1959.  
As Mike says, his official 
birthday is July 14, 1959. In 
1986 Mike met and married 
Anna Horvath and have one 
son Emil.

Born in Oromhegyes, Hungary, which was later 
given over to Yugoslavia during a period of political 
unrest. The removal of Hungary's border fence with 
Austria accelerated the collapse of the Eastern 
Bloc, and subsequently the Soviet Union. On 23 
October 1989, Hungary again became a democratic 
parliamentary republic. The unrest in Hungary 
at the time and the civil war in Yugoslavia in 
1992 prompted Mike to make a change. That year 
Mike, Anna and five-year-old Emil emigrated to 
Canada leaving behind all their worldly possessions 
including their house. With $500 dollars in his 
pocket Mike and Anna were aided with help from 
Canada's Immigration Department. Mike decided 
on Canada saying it was more appealing and he 
felt it was the safest of countries and offered a more 
promising future.

Upon arriving in Canada with Anna, Mike 
was able to obtain employment at the Linamar 
Corporation at their plant in Guelph. Linamar 
Corporation is an advanced industrial company 
manufacturing high precision machined and 
assembled components to the automotive industry.  
Mike has held several positions in his 29 years 
with the company beginning as a machine operator 
working up to Supervisor of Purchasing. It is with 
some satisfaction that Mike is looking forward to his 
retirement next year after 30 years with the firm.  

When Mike and Anna came to Canada, 
they headed directly to Kitchener and 
immediately became parishioners of  
St. Francis of Assisi Parish. For the 
past few years, Anna has been taking 
care of household responsibilities at  
St. Francis every Monday.

Mike's interest in the Knights 
of Columbus was sparked by the 

appearance of a 4th Degree Honour Guard 
he saw one day in 1993 when visiting the Martyr's 
Shrine in Orillia. Feeling he wanted to give back to 
God what the Lord has given to him, Mike joined 
the Knights following a Council 1504 membership 
campaign in 2009 at St. Francis. Shortly after 
receiving his 3rd Degree investiture, Mike became 
a 4th Degree Knight and a member of the Father 
Funcken Assembly 0866.  

Mike has held several 
positions with the 
Kitchener Knights of 
Columbus, Outside Guard; 
Warden, Advocate Deputy 
Grand Knight; Grand 
Knight and currently is 
the Past Grand Knight of 
Council 1504 and Faithful 
Navigator of the Assembly. 

During his tenure with 
the Knights, Mike said 
he has been faithfully 
supported by his wife 
Anna while performing his 
K of C responsibilities. The 
current state of K of C affairs has Mike somewhat 
sad and disappointed to see historical changes in 
K of C formats which he feels has resulted in a 
decrease of interest and attendance in both 3rd 
Degree General and 4th Degree Assembly meetings.

During Easter time last year, Mike suffered a serious 
health issue but is now recovering from that setback.  
Off work for about four months and a week in          
St. Mary's Hospital, Mike says he has slowed down 
some but still active. This K of C member says he 
will continue to support the Knights even more after 
his retirement which will allow him to also enjoy his 
hobby on the fairways of the local golf courses.
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Are you reading The Echo and you’re not a member of  The 
Knights of Columbus? Become part of the world’s greatest 
Catholic charitable organization. From the moment of our 
founding in 1882, charity has been the first principle of 
the Knights of Columbus. We are Catholic men of faith 
and men of charitable action. The Knights was formed 
to render financial aid to members and their families. 
Mutual aid and assistance are offered to sick, disabled 
and needy members and their families. If you’d like to be 
a part of an international organization of nearly 2 million 
Catholic men whose principal work involves helping others 
in need in our community, we'd like to meet you and invite 
you to join us. For more information...

Visit our website:  https://kofc1504.com/  
Email: mailto:grandknight@kofc1504.com 

Phone:  519-893-1504. 

You may join on-line and enter Council 1504 as your 
preferred council. 

kofc.org/joinus

Hats off to the Knights of Columbus Bingo 
team that has remained active during this 
covid pandemic. The bingo home, the KW 
gaming Center, had closed for a few months 
but since opening the team is very active and 
actually was awarded a few extra Bingos. 
In April the K of C hosted two Bingos and 
as a result a deposit was made into Charity 
account of Council 1504 in the amount of 
$2,376.04.

The K of C bingo Team received the new 
schedule for the rest of this year and will be 
doing one bingo per month. they have applied 
for extra bingos and hope will get a few more. 
No word as of yet in regards to expansion of 
KW Gaming in regards to extra gaming but 
it’s still in the works.

We are happy to welcome to our Bingo Team 
Dave Mintz who joined last month.  Since 
COVID the Bingo game has changed format 
and so has the Bingo Team. A thank you to 
Fernando Melo who is retiring after several 
years as a team member. 

Joe Sutherland remembers K of C Bingo 
starting at the Columbus Center on Manitou 
Drive and started volunteering in 1973.      
He eventually took over as Bingo Chairman 
doing a remarkable job. Now approaching  
his 50th year Joe is going to retire from the 
team as a regular team member. If you see 
Joe, please thank him for approx. 50 years 
not only as a Knight but also K of C Bingo.

As a final note as mentioned at our meeting, 
we are in need of two more Bingo Team 
members to insure we can support our Bingo 
Schedule. If interested please contact our 
Bingo Co-Chairs Brian Hughes or Whit 
Husk.

Whit Husk
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There were 'strikes and spares' at Towne Bowl Kitchener.  
A full slate of bowlers competed in the Annual Knights of 
Columbus Bowling League. The games were played from 
September to May with skill and, at times, fraught with 
disappointment, as the five-pin bowlers displayed high-
fives and congrats. The season ended in the winning 
team headed by Chris Detzler taking the coveted trophy.

 

Towne Bowl was the scene as the winnng team from the K of C Bowling League cap-
tured the annual Trophy. From left, Tommy Bulmer, Ted Ferriera, Mike Detlzer,                 

Captain Chris Detzler and Jonathan Molloy



on his student's lives through 
his deep commitment for the 
manufacturing trades as a 
Christ centered teacher. Victor 
has demonstrated outstanding 
leadership and guidance by 
offering learning opportunities, 
educating his students in trade  
skills to help prepare them for 
careers which includes the 

Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program. The CTMA, 
established in 1963, represents the “Tooling 
Industry” in Canada promoting the interests of the 
Canadian tooling and precision metalworking 
industries.
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The Legend of the Cardinal
Cardinals have long symbolized a 
loved one who has passed away. 
Some believe that the bird is their 
loved one, returning for a visit; 
others see the cardinal as a 
reminder of their dear departed  

one. Whatever your outlook, every time you see a 
cardinal you can treasure once again the memories of 
someone who has gone from this world into the next.
There are several common variations of the Legend   
of The Cardinal
•When God sends a cardinal, it's a visitor from      
   heaven
•When a cardinal appears in your yard, it's a visitor  
   from heaven
•Cardinals appear when angels are nearby
•Cardinals appear when loved ones are nearby

According to the Legend, if you see a cardinal, one of 
your loved ones wants you to know that they’re 
watching over you and that you’re not alone. Even if 
you’ve been feeling as if you’re alone in the world.    
So, if you had a close relationship with an individual 
who has passed on you should feel comforted anytime 
that you see a cardinal outside. 

The Legend of the Cardinal 

Cardinals have long symbolized a loved one who has passed away. Some believe that the bird is their 
loved one, returning for a visit; others see the cardinal as a reminder of their dear departed one.  
Whatever your outlook, every time you see a cardinal you can treasure once again the memories of 

someone who has gone from this world into the next. 
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A Knight Honoured
Kitchener Knights of Columbus long-time member 
Vic Castela, was honored by the Canadian Tooling 
and Machining Association (CTMA) with the 
“Trades Ambassador of the Year Award” on        
Nov 25th, 2021.  

An exceptional teacher from St. Benedict Catholic 
Separate School in Cambridge and member of        
K of C Council 1504, Victor made a positive impact 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                             For more information contact: 
                                                                                               Gary Megaffin  
                                                                                               519-742-0017 
                                                                                               megaffin@sympatico.ca 
 
(Kitchener, Ontario – December 1, 2021) 
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It was over ten years ago that two 
charitable organizations with a 
history of serving the community 
for over 100 years combined to 
help put a gleam in a child’s eye. 
The Kitchener Knights of 
Columbus and the Kitchener 
Professional Firefighters 
Association, along with the 
co-operation of the Kitchener Fire 
Department, provided 
encouragement and support for 

youngsters in the Waterloo 
Region to celebrate and honour 
them as “Our Everyday Heroes”. 
Attending Grand River Hospital, 
the volunteers visited the 
children in the in-patient and 
out-patient unit as well as the 
CAIP unit delivering toys, 
T-Shirts, and Tim Hortons Gift 
Cards. Our Everyday Heroes 
project is a big hit with the 
children as well as with the 
members from the renowned 
associations having a long 
community history of raising 
million’s in much-needed 
charitable funds to support their 
worthy causes. Unfortunately, 
these visits stopped in 2020 due 
to the Covid 19 virus. Unable to 
allow visits however, Our 
Everyday Heroes, together in 
conjunction with Centre in the 
Square, were able to drop off and 

leave toys, games and electronics 
for the children that had to stay 
in the hospital  during the 
Christmas holidays.              
Three years ago in 2018, some    
K of C members and Firemen  
met with Rob Sonoda from 
Centre in the Square (CITS) to 
discuss fundraising efforts to 
support the Grand River 
Hospital. At that time the 
hospital required a CPAP 
machine for their NICU which 
cost $22,000 dollars. Members of 
the Kitchener Knights of 
Columbus and the Kitchener Fire 
Department campaigned at 
several CITS shows and were 
able to raise $22,860 dollars.    
On December 17, 2021 the funds 
were presented to Grand River 
Hospital to Paul Royston, CEO 
and President of the Grand River 
Hospital Foundation. 

St. Mary's Tiny Home Takeout

Tiny Home Takeout is a free meal 
program and community kitchen 
operating from the basement hall 
of St. Mary's Church. It is powered 
by volunteers and combines 
service with culinary training and 
community building for everyone 
involved providing over 10.000 
meals each month. Whether living 
on the street, squeezing the grocery 
budget to pay the bills, or living 
a middle-class life, Tiny Home 
Takeout is happy to feed Kitchener 
families. St. Mary's believe 
that everyone in the downtown 
community has the right to great 
food, cooked with care and served 
with dignity, regardless of economic 
standing. To make this vision a 
reality, St Mary's has invested in a 
full commercial kitchen, hired Chef Amy Cyr, and installed a Tiny Home in front of the church to make 
the food accessible.  Kitchener Knights of Columbus is happy to support the efforts of St. Mary's Tiny 
Home Takeout with a $600.00 donation.
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The Past Grand Knights' 
Commemoration Wall

It was planned for some time and recently 
came to fruition with the input of several 
dedicated members of Council 1504.  
The meeting chambers of the Kitchener 
Knights of Columbus is now adorned with 
a Commemoration Wall of Photos of its 
Past Grand Knights.  PGK W. H. Riddell 
marked the inception of the Kitchener 
Knights of Columbus in 1910. Over the 
past 112 years of community service, 
Council 1504 has been guided by 62 Grand 
Knights where many continue to contribute to its success. The photo wall project involved several talented 
members of Council 1504. Paul Bagnarol made the picture frames; Andrew Olinski constructed the 
signature letters with the installation completed by Jim Padgett and Brian Schmalz.   
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Daniel Dineen
4 SEPTEMBER, 1940 –                 
13 MARCH, 2015

It was over five years ago in 
February of 2017 when the 
St. Mary's General hospital 
began preparations to 
renovate their chapel.  
Meeting with Father Sam 
Restivo, hospital chaplain, 
discussions were held on 

the potential that perhaps the Kitchener Knights  
of Columbus become involved with support to the 
Hospital's project. Following six months of 
meetings, renovation costs were revealed to be 
financially challenging the Council 1504. It was     
at that time Dan's Son, Brenden, wanted to 
commemorate his father's legacy with the 
Kitchener Knights by a donation of $1,000 dollars.  
Dan Dineen was recognized as a faithful member  
of the Kitchener Knights of Columbus and his 
unfailing support for Council 1504. For over 43 
years Brother Dan had been visiting our infirmed 
members in hospitals, nursing homes and at home.  
Meeting with Father Sam it was suggested that 
perhaps Brenden's donation could be earmarked  
for an item that would compliment the chapel in 
some way, and be financially viable. It was decided 
that since a new chalice was needed for the chapel's 
daily Mass, that the new vessel would be purchased 
supported by Brenden Dineen's donation and the 
Kitchener Knights of Columbus and inscribed 
accordingly.

In Ioving memory of                                       
PGK Brother Dan Dineen    

September 4 1940 – March 13 2015     
40 years visiting the sick for the Kitchener 1504 K of C   

Our Brother Knight will be remembered as the 
chalice used at Mass in the St. Mary’s Hospital 
Chapel has been inscribed with a memorial message 
honouring Dan’s achievement. Upon receipt of the 
new chalice, a commemoration ceremony was planned 
to be held in the chapel at St. Mary's Hospital.  
Unfortunately, the timing coincided with a universal 
lockdown and the chalice dedication had to be 
cancelled after receiving this devastating message….  

"Fr. Sam just called to say St. Mary’s Hospital is 
prohibiting all unnecessary visits because of the virus 
issue. Unfortunately, we have to cancel the chalice 
presentation tomorrow until a later date. Fr. says 
when this situation changes, he will let me know."
With many virus restrictions removed a                   
new commemoration is planned to honour                 
Brother Dan Dineen. 

Daniel Dineen 
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Unfortunately, the timing coincided with a universal lockdown and the chalice 

dedication had to be cancelled after receiving this devastating message….   

 
"Fr. Sam just called to say St. Mary’s Hospital is prohibiting all unnecessary visits 
because of the virus issue.  Unfortunately, we have to cancel the chalice presentation 
tomorrow until a later date.  Fr. says when this situation changes, he will let me know." 
 
With many virus restrictions removed a new commemoration is planned to 

honour Brother Dan Dineen.   
 
 

    
 



The K of C Big Spring Cleanup of 2022

A bright sunny day greeted the Kitchener Knights of Columbus 2022 Big Spring Clean-up. After a two-
year hiatus, the 5th annual event was held on Saturday May 7th at the St. Anthony Daniel parking lot at 
Ottawa and Franklin. The lineup began at 9:00 am and was steady till 1:00 pm. Contributors left a great 
deal of unwanted electronic waste and scrap metal to be recycled, a good turnout which also collected 
$50 in cash donations and some gently -used clothing. The Kitchener and area Girl Guides were busy 
selling their renowned cookies. The Spring Cleanup containers were from Dundee Recycling and New 
Dundee E-Waste Recycling. While one bin was accepting a lot of scrap metal, there was enough e-waste 
to fill another 20 ft container of e-waste. Hats off to Richard Lee and his hard-working, dedicated crew 
consisting of Brother Knights their family members and friends. There were plenty of volunteers to 
help and a special thanks to the children of Andrew Kearsey, Katherine, Andrew and Michael and to          
Steve Constant’s grandson Jacob for helping out.
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St. Mary’s Hospital 
Fund Raiser 
Back again the ever-popular 
Knights of Columbus Christmas Craft and Bake 
Sale heralded the arrival of the festive season. 
Supporting St. Mary’s Hospital, festivities for the 
11th annual event were held on November 30, 
2008 at the Knights of Columbus Centre in both 
the Hall and Lounge at110 Manitou Drive. A wide 
selection of crafts; home baking and a penny sale 
were featured by close to 80 vendors. Shoppers 
enjoyed the coffee shop and a barbeque while 
shopping   early for those great Christmas gift 
ideas and that one-of-a-kind treasure. 
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Trivia Wrap
Question:  How do you bring community together 
for night of fun and excitement all while raising 
money for those in need?

Answer: The KW Trivia Challenge!

160 players and 22 volunteers were in attendance 
at the 5th Annual KW Trivia Challenge. The event 
was held Friday April 29th at the Double Tree 
Inn’s Main Ballroom in Kitchener. Waterloo 
Regional Police Services Chief Bryan Larkin MC’d 
for the night, keeping the participants on the edge 
of their seats as they worked in teams  of eight to 
answer a series of 70 skill testing trivia questions. 
In the end, it was “Nerdz on Fire”, led by team 
captain Benton Leung that took home the 
Championship trophy along with tickets to the 
Drayton Festival and free entry into next years 
Challenge. 

Most importantly, $9,500 dollars was raised for 
Tiny Home Take Out at St. Mary’s Parish in 
Kitchener. The funds will be used to continue to 
provide healthy, fresh meals to those less fortunate.  
Special thanks to all those who came out and 
supported our largest fundraiser of the year.      
Our success depends upon Council involvement. 
Together, we made the event a very special night. 
Also, to our sponsors who donated so generously   
to this event. Especially Heffner Toyota, our title 
sponsor. We are truly grateful  for their support.  
Plans are already in the works for next years trivia 
challenge. We hope to see you all again next year.
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God’s Wife 

An eye witness account from New 
York City, on a cold day in December, 
some years ago: A little boy, about 

10-years-old, was standing before a 
shoe store on the roadway, 
barefooted, peering through the 
window, and shivering with cold.        
A lady approached the young boy and 
said, "My, but you're in such deep 

thought staring in that window!" 

"I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes," was 
the boy's reply. 

The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, 

and asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of 
socks for the boy. She then asked if he could give 
her a basin of water and a towel. He quickly 
brought them to her. She took the little fellow to 
the back part of the store and, removing her gloves, 
knelt down, washed his little feet, and dried them 
with the towel. By this time, the clerk had returned 
with the socks. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, 
she purchased him a pair of shoes. She tied up the 
remaining pairs of socks and gave them to him.  
She patted him on the head and said, "No doubt, 
you will be more comfortable now."

As she turned to go, the astonished kid caught her 
by the hand, and looking up into her face, with 
tears in his eyes, asked her: "Are you God's wife?"

Council 1504 100th 
Anniversary 

2010 marked the 100th 
Anniversary of the Kitchener 
Knights of Columbus. Beginning 
on August 10, 2010 Council 1504 
celebrated this momentous 
occasion with a week-long 
calendar of special events and 
festivities. The Centenary ended 
with the Centennial Banquet on 
August 14, 2010 at the 
Columbus Centre. It took a few 
years but the Centennial Team 
worked tirelessly 
planning and 
preparing for the 
celebrations.           
The Centennial Team 
included Dan Dineen, 
Brian Hughes,       
Gerry Kelly, Owen 
Hennessey, Michael 
Delenardo, Reinhart 
Schreiter, Andy 
McAuliffe,                      
Joe Sutherland,    
Jack Traplin and 
chaired by             
Whit Husk.

 
God's Wife 

An eye witness account from New York City, on a cold day in December, some years 
ago: A little boy, about 10-years-old, was standing before a shoe store on the 
roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, and shivering with cold.   A lady 
approached the young boy and said, "My, but you're in such deep thought staring in 
that window!"  
"I was asking God to give me a pair of shoes," was the boy's reply.  
The lady took him by the hand, went into the store, and asked the clerk to get half 
a dozen pairs of socks for the boy. She then asked if he could give her a basin of 
water and a towel. He quickly brought them to her.  She took the little fellow to 
the back part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, washed his little 
feet, and dried them with the towel.  By this time, the clerk had returned with the 
socks. Placing a pair upon the boy's feet, she purchased him a pair of shoes.  She 
tied up the remaining pairs of socks and gave them to him. She patted him on the 
head and said, "No doubt, you will be more comfortable now." 
As she turned to go, the astonished kid caught her by the hand, and looking up into 
her face, with tears in his eyes, asked her:  "Are you God's wife?" 

 
2010 marked the 100th Anniversary of the Kitchener Knights of Columbus.  Beginning on August 10, 

2010 Council 1504 celebrated this momentous occasion with a week-long calendar of special events 

and festivities.  The Centenary ended with the Centennial Banquet on August 14, 2010 at the 

Columbus Centre.  It took a few years but the Centennial Team worked tirelessly planning and 

preparing for the celebrations.  The Centennial Team included Dan Dineen, Brian Hughes, Gerry Kelly, 

Owen Hennessey, Michael Delenardo, Reinhart Schreiter, Andy McAuliffe, Joe Sutherland, Jack Traplin 

and chaired by Whit Husk. 
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Comming Events
Family Appreciation Day BBQ                                     
4th Degree Bar-B-que                                                                                                              
Golf Tournament and Steak Dinner                                 
K of C Steak Nights       
Oktoberfest at Father Funcken Haus 
Get involved!

JANUARY
15 Lino & Angela Santarossa
19 Bruce & Rosemarie Bowman
     Baby & Cicily KolliMakkel

FEBRUARY
1   Ronald & Babara Bernado
14 Michael & Betty Begin
19 Gerard & Jean-Marie Dietrich
20 Gerard & Joan Stockie
28 Stephen & Jean Constant

MARCH
7   Charles & Anne Ostrander
10 Lawrence & Val Rotar
24 Gerard & Marie Kelly

APRIL
4   Dale & Barbara Willson
     Joseph & Jean Murray
15 Louis & Teresa Arruda
16 Joseph & Yvonne Sutherland
19 Whitfield & Carol Husk
20 Henry & Wendy Ignor
25 David & Margaret Mintz
26 Roger & Debra Collins
     Mario & Katrina Peretti

MAY
2   Anthony & Gloria Becker
5   Johann & Linda Leinweber
     Bernie & Jeanne Zettel
     Albert & Sylvia Waechter
6   Carl & Bonnie Miller
15 James & Jules Kovarik
     Brian & Phyllis Schmalz
17 Walter & Anne Van Niekerk 
     Wilf & Brenda Bowering
21 Norbert & Patricia Kuntz
27 Nick & Elizabeth Osbelt
     Fred & Janet Greidanus
28 David & Susan Luft
     Neil & Nancy Devereaux
29 James & Edna Ball
     Herman & Carol Harvey
     John & Lucy Leblanc

 
 

JANUARY 
19 Bruce & Rosemarie Bowman 
 
FEBRUARY 
14 Michael & Betty Begin 
19 Gerard & Jean-Marie Dietrich 
20 Gerard & Joan Stockie 
28 Stephen & Jean Constant 
 
MARCH 
7 Charles & Anne Ostrander 
10 Lawrence & Val Rotar 
24 Gerard & Marie Kelly 
 
APRIL 
4 Dale & Barbara Willson 
    Joseph & Jean Murray 
15 Louis & Teresa Arruda 
16 Joseph & Yvonne Sutherland 
19 Whitfield & Carol Husk 
20 Henry & Wendy Ignor 
25 David & Margaret Mintz 
26 Roger & Debra Collins 
     Mario & Katrina Peretti 
 
MAY 
2 Anthony & Gloria Becker 
5 Johann & Linda Leinweber 
    Bernie & Jeanne Zettel 
    Albert & Sylvia Waechter 
6 Carl & Bonnie Miller 
15 James & Jules Kovarik 
     Brian & Phyllis Schmalz 
17 Walter & Anne Van Niekerk  
     Wilf & Brenda Bowering 
21 Norbert & Patricia Kuntz 
27 Nick & Elizabeth Osbelt 
     Fred & Janet Greidanus 
28 David & Susan Luft 
     Neil & Nancy Devereaux 

Editorial 
As they went out, they came upon a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name; this 
man they compelled to carry his cross. 
Jesus told his disciples, "If any man 
would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and 
follow me”.  

Lord, you opened the eyes and heart 
of Simon of Cyrene, and you gave him, 
by his share in your Cross, the grace 
of faith. Help us to aid our neighbours 
in need, even when this interferes 
with our own plans and desires.     
The extraordinary community 
charitable endeavour of the Kitchener 
Knights of Columbus is renowned. 
They have been accomplished by a 
dedicated nucleus of our faithful 
membership. So much has been done 
so often by so few. It is time to help 
carry the cross of Christ. Please 
consider contributing that energy and 
zeal you possessed when you became 
a Knight of Columbus. Your presence 
at our meeting the third Tuesday and 
participation in supporting our 
charitable events is not only welcomed 
but needed. Council 1504 is facing a 
precarious precipice due to declining 
membership that will challenge our 
resolve. As well while undertaking 
our charitable affairs, we will be 
introducing membership recruitments 
in our Kitchener parishes. Stand 
proud as a member Knight and 
participate in your parish campaign. 
The Kitchener Knights of Columbus 
is embarking on 
a journey that 
will challenge 
our steadfast 
member 
support.       
Help us to    
carry the cross.

kofc1504.com

JUNE
3   John & Toni Langdon
     Reinhart & Georgina Schreiter
     James & Mary Simon
     Michael & Carolyn Baltaz
4   Fernando & Cidalia Melo
9   Michael & Claudette DeLenardo
10 Anthony & Joan Collins
11 Michael & Sofia Panchaud
13 Alan & Jean McElhone
14 James & Diane Padgett
15 Leonard & Marie Solomon
16 Wilfred & Rosemary Corriveau
     Bill & Cathy Hess
     Michael and Maureen McMahon
17 Helmut & Carol Kassik
18 Mark & Elaine Ancion
22 Patrick & Janie Bolden
26 Michael & Susan Wilhelm
29 Douglas & Lori Shushack
     Francis & Joan Troupe
30 Noel & Nancy Pilon
     Rene & Janet Couture
     Casey & Kerry Philippi


